
Edexcel GCSE History 

Exam Question Booklet

How to use this booklet:

1. Use your PLC to select a topic, revise this for 10 minutes

2. Pick a practice question that applies to that topic. Time yourself to make it 
realistic!

3. Bring it to your teacher so they can give you feedback



Crime and Punishment

Medieval – 1000-1500:
Anglo-Saxon:

Trials: Folkmoots, Private Courts, Manor Courts, Church Courts, Royal Courts

Punishments: Weregild, Mutilation, Execution, Outlaws

Policing: Tithings, Hue and Cry

William I and the Normans:

Continuity – explain why: Tithings, Hue and Cry, Church Courts, Trial by Ordeal

Change – explain why: Forest Laws, Castles, Trial by Combat, use of execution

Late Medieval

Henry II: JPs, Quarter Sessions, Assizes of Clarendon

Policing: Constables, Sheriff and Posse, Coroner

Case Study: Power of the Church:

Sanctuary, Trial by Ordeal use and reasons for end, Benefit of the Clergy, Role of 

Church Courts.

Early Modern – 1500-1700:
Changing definitions of crime:

Treatment of heretics, Treatment of vagabonds, Treatment of witches, Puritans’ impact 

on the laws

Punishments:

Definition of Bloody Code, Reasons why Bloody Code was introduced, Definition of 

transportation, Reasons why transportation was introduced

Policing:

Role of town constable, Role of watchmen

Case Studies: Causes events and consequences of:

Matthew Hopkins, 1645-47, Gunpowder Plot, 1605

Industrial Britain – 1700-1900:
Treatment of criminals: What it was, why it happened, attitudes and why it was 

difficult to stop:

Smugglers, Poachers, Highway Robbers, Tolpuddle Martyrs

Policing:

Work of Fielding Brothers, Metropolitan Police (Attitudes towards them, why they were 

introduced, job role and how they earned respect).

Punishments: Explain changes:

End of Bloody Code, End of Public Executions, End of Transportation, Prison Reforms 

(State of 17th century prisons, Pentonville, Fry and Howard)

Case Studies:

Pentonville Prison – Reasons for construction, how it worked and strengths and 

weaknesses of the separate system.

Modern Era , 1900-Present:
Crimes:

Continuity of crimes from previous eras, Examples of new crimes and why they exist

Policing:

Neighbourhood Watch, Changes to the police – increased specialization, use of 

technology, move towards prevention

Punishments:

Abolition of death penalty, Development of open prisons, Treatment of young 

offenders, Non-custodial alternatives to prison

Case Studies:

Treatment of conscientious objectors in First and Second World Wars, Derek Bently –

details of case, role in abolition of death penalty

Whitechapel, 1870-1900 – Historical Environment:
Use of Sources:

Know strengths and weaknesses of local sources – housing/employment records, 

council records, census returns, Charles’ Booth’s surveys, Workhouse records, local 

police records, coroner’s reports, photographs and London newspapers

Know strengths and weakness of national sources – National newspapers, records of 

crime and police investigations, Old Bailey records of trials and Punch cartoons.

Know how to frame enquiry questions relevant to the pursuit of a specific enquiry

Know how to select appropriate sources for specific investigations

Crime and Punishment Key Skills:

Being able to identify, describe and explain change and continuity of trials, policing and 

punishment over time.

Sources – Explain how provenance and content impacts the usefulness of sources.

Essay writing – Must be able to give evidence for and against a statement and come to 

an explained judgment.



Q3. Explain one way in which X was similar/different 
in the … century and … century. 

(4 marks)

❑ Explain one way in which attitudes to poaching were similar in the 11th and 17th centuries. 

❑ Explain one way in which punishments for crimes against authority were similar in the 
11th and 16th centuries. 

❑ Explain one way in which corporal punishments were similar in the 11th and 17th

centuries. 

❑ Explain one way in which the crime of heresy was similar in the 14th and 16th centuries. 

❑ Explain one way in which crimes regarding the ownership of land were similar in the 11th

and 16th centuries. 

❑ Explain one way in which law enforcement was similar in the 12th and 16th centuries. 

❑ Explain one way in which the role of the church was similar in the 11th and 19th centuries. 

❑ Explain one way in which the crime of vagabondage was different in the 11th and 16th

centuries. 

❑ Explain one way in which the role of prisons was different in the 19th century to present 
day.

❑ Explain one way in which prison conditions were similar in the 16th and 19th centuries. 

❑ Explain one way in which the treatment of women was similar in the 12th and 20th

centuries. 

❑ Explain one way in which the crime of smuggling was similar in the Early Modern (1500-
1750) and Modern (1900-Present day) periods.

❑ Explain one way in which attitudes to the death penalty were different in the 18th and 20th

centuries. 

❑ Explain one way in which the role of prisons was different in the 19th and 20th centuries.

❑ Explain one way in trial by ordeal was different in the 11th and 13th centuries.

❑ Explain one way in which law and order was different in the Anglo Saxon and Norman 
periods.

❑ Explain one way in which Law Enforcement was different in the 19th and 20th centuries.

❑ Explain one way in which law enforcement was different in the 16th and 21st centuries.

Success Criteria
• Identify a clear similarity OR Difference
• Add detailed and relevant Precise Detail, from each period, to show how 

they were similar



Q3. Explain why…
(12 marks)

❑ Explain why ‘Trial by Ordeal’ was used c1000-1200.
You may use:

• Trial by ordeal

• Church courts

❑ Explain why the use of execution increased between the 16th and 18th century.
You may use:

• Mary I

• Bloody code

❑ Explain why the crime of treason rose between the 16th and 18th centuries.
You may use:

• Gunpowder Plot

• Religious Division

❑ Explain why technology influenced 20th century crime
You may use:

• Use of technology

• Cars

❑ Explain why the use of the Bloody Code increased from the 17th century
You may use:

• Deter crime

• French revolution

Success Criteria
• 3 clear paragraphs – one for each reason
• Clear connection between you point (cause) and the big event in the 

question
• You don’t NEED to use the bullet points, but you have to use your own 

knowledge.



❑ Explain why the treatment of witches escalated during the 17th century.
You may use:

• The role of Matthew Hopkins

• Developments in technology

❑ Explain why the Bloody Code became less popular c.1700-1900.
You may use:

• Changing social attitudes

• Australia

❑ Explain why Vagabonds were treated as criminals in the Tudor Period.
You may use:

• Printing Press

• Negative Propaganda

❑ Explain why the Church was used in medieval criminal practice
You may use:

• Deterring crime

• Trial by Ordeal

❑ Explain why there were reforms to the prison system throughout the 19th and 20th

centuries.
You may use:

• The role of Elizabeth Fry

• Changing attitudes towards the purpose of punishment

❑ Explain why authorities stopped using transportation as a punishment in the 19th century.
You may use:

• Gaol Act (1823)

• Cost

❑ Explain why there was an increase in crime in the 19th century.

• Growth of Population

• Changing definitions of crime

❑ Explain why laws against poaching were so difficult to enforce in the 17th and 18th

centuries.
You may use:

• Social Crime

• The Game Act (1671)

❑ Explain why the Church could be considered a hindrance to medieval crime and 
punishment.
You may use:

• Sanctuary

• Trial by Ordeal



❑ Explain why prisons became a more popular form of punishment in the 1800s
You may use:

• Changing social attitudes

• Separate System

❑ Explain why the police force was changed during the 1800s.
You may use:

• Peel Reforms

• Changes in population

❑ Explain why technology has had such an impact on modern policing in the 20th and 21st

centuries.
You may use:

• DNA

• CCTV



Q5/6. How far do you agree with the statement? 
(16 marks + 4 SPaG)

❑ “The main aim of punishment in the Early Modern period was to act as a deterrent.”
How far do you agree?
You may use:

• Public Humiliation

• The Bloody Code

❑ “The changing role in prisons in the 19th century, was mainly due to the changing social 
attitudes towards transportation.”
How far do you agree?
You may use:

• Decline of the Bloody Code

• Changing attitudes towards punishment

❑ “The increase in the use of capital punishment throughout the Medieval period is due to 
the role of the King in ruling England.”
How far do you agree?
You may use:

• Actions of William I

• The role of the Church

Success Criteria
• Two sided essay – support and challenge the statement using three events 

or ideas.
• Show a clear judgement in an INTRODUCTION and a CONCLUSION.
• Each paragraph must have 2-3 pieces of specific and relevant Precise 

Detail, which is explained and linked to the question.



❑ “The main purpose of medieval punishment was to reinforce the authority of the King.”
How far do you agree?
You may use:

• Fines payable to the king

• Cutting out the tongue

❑ “The reforms to prison conditions in the 19th century were mainly due to the actions of 
individuals.”
How far do you agree?
You may use:

• Elizabeth Fry

• End of the Bloody Code

❑ “The biggest changes in the punishment of offenders between c1500 and c2000 occurred 
in the 20th century.”
How far do you agree?
You may use:

• Prison Conditions

• Bloody Code

❑ “In the period 1750-1900 there were significant changes to policing.”
How far do you agree?
You may use:

• Robert Peel

• Bow Street Runners (1822)

❑ “The changing role of prisons in the Victorian Period was mainly due to changing 
attitudes towards transportation.”
How far do you agree?
You may use:

• Decline of the Bloody Code

• Changing attitudes towards punishment

❑ “The Norman Conquest had a significant impact on changing the system of crime and 
punishment in England after 1066.”
How far do you agree?
You may use:

• Forest Laws

• Role of the Church

❑ “The individual opinion of the monarch was the most important reason in the changing 
nature of crime during the Early Modern period.”
How far do you agree?
You may use:

• Heresy

• English Civil War



❑ “The greatest prison reformer c.1750-c.1900 was Elizabeth Fry.”
How far do you agree?
You may use:

• Robert Peel

• Newgate Prison

❑ “New Crimes are just ‘old crimes’ in a new format.”
How far do you agree?
You may use:

• Human Trafficking

• Smuggling

❑ “The abolition of capital punishment in Britain was due to the changing of social 
attitudes.”
How far do you agree?
You may use:

• Rehabilitation

• Derek Bentley

❑ “The greatest prison reformer c.1750-c.1900 was Elizabeth Fry.”
How far do you agree?
You may use:

• Robert Peel

• Gaol Act (1774)



The American West

The Early settlement of the West, 1835-1862:
The Plains Indians: Beliefs and way of life:

Social and tribal structures, Conditions of the Great American Desert, Means of survival on the Plains, Beliefs about land and nature, 

Attitudes towards property, Attitudes towards war

US Government:

Support for westward expansion, Permanent Indian Frontier, Indian Appropriations Act, 1851

Migration and early settlement:

Factors encouraging migration, Oregon Trail, Manifest Destiny, Gold Rush of 1849, Process of migration, Problems faced by westward 

migrants (Donner Party and Mormons), Development of white settler farming

Conflict and tension:

Reasons for tension between Plains Indians and settlers, Fort Laramie Treaty, 1851, Problems of lawlessness in early towns and 
settlements, Attempts by government and local communities to tackle lawlessness

Development of the Plains, 1862-1876:
Development of settlement in the west:

Civil War – impact on migration, Post-war reconstruction, Homestead Act (1862), Pacific Railroad Act (1862), First Transcontinental 

Railroad (1869), Homesteaders – Definition, problems faced and solutions used, Timer Culture Act (1873), Spread of railway netwo rk, 
Attempts to solve law and order problems – continuity of problems, roles of law enforcers and increase in federal influence

Ranching and the cattle industry:

Reasons for cattle industry’s growth (Iliff, McCoy, Goodnight-Loving, Railway and Abilene, Cowboys (jobs, impact of changing industry), 
Rivalry between ranchers and homesteaders.

Changes in way of life of the Plains Indians:
Impact of railroads, Impact of cattle industry, Impact of gold prospecting, US Govt. policies (Reservations, President Grant’s ‘Peace Policy’, 

1868), Little Crow’s War (1862), Sand Creek Massacre (1864), Red Cloud’s War (1866 -68), Fort Laramie Treaty (1868)

Conflict and Conquest, 1876-1895:
Changes in farming, cattle industry and settlement:

Changes in farming  (New technology and methods), Changes in cattle industry (Impact of winter of 1886 -87, changes to nature of 

ranching, end of Open Range), Growth of settlement (Exodusters and Oklahoma Land Rush)

Conflict and tension:

Extent of solutions to law and order (Sheriffs and marshals), Significant of Billy the Kid, Significance of Wyatt Earp and OK Corral (1881), 

Johnson County War, Battle of Little Big Horn, Wounded Knee Massacre

The Plains Indians: The destruction of their way of life:

Hunting of buffalo, Plains Indians’ life on reservations, Changing attitudes of the government (Dawes Plan (1887) and closure of Indian 
Frontier)

American West Key Skills:

Being able to identify, describe and explain the consequences of events.

Narrative – Identify three events that lead to an outcome and explain how the events link to/lead to eachother.
Need an understanding of how and why the west was colonised, the difficulties settlers faced and how the Plains Indians’ way of life 

changed over time and was eventually destroyed.



Q1 Explain two consequences of…
(8 marks)

❑ Explain two consequences of the opening of the first Transcontinental Railroad in 1869

❑ Explain two consequences of the Dawes Act (1887)

❑ Explain two consequences of the introduction of Barbed Wire

❑ Explain two consequences of the Massacre of Wounded Knee

❑ Explain two consequences of the Battle of Little Bighorn

❑ Explain two consequences of the Johnson County War

❑ Explain two consequences of overstocking the Open Range

❑ Explain two consequences of Red Cloud’s War

❑ Explain two consequences of the California Gold Rush

❑ Explain two consequences of the Fort Laramie Treaty (1851)

❑ Explain two consequences of the Sand Creek Massacre (1864)

❑ Explain two consequences of the Mexican-American War (1848)

❑ Explain two consequences of the American Civil War

❑ Explain two consequences of the discovery of gold in the Black Hills

❑ Explain two consequences of the development of ranching on the Plains (1866-76)

❑ Explain two consequences of Homestead Act

Success Criteria
• Identify a clear consequence
• Add detailed and relevant info to expand upon this – Maximum two more 

sentences
• Explain why this was a consequence of the event 



Q2 Write a narrative account analysing…
(8 marks)

❑ Write a narrative account analysing the ways in which migration to the west grew in the 
years 1836-1850

• Oregon Trial

• Economic Problems in the East

❑ Write a narrative account analysing the ways in which the US Government’s policy 
towards Plains Indians developed in the period 1835-51

• Permanent Indian Frontier

• Indian Appropriations Act

❑ Write a narrative account analysing the ways in which the US Government’s policy 
towards Plains Indians developed in the period 1836-61

• The movement of the Bureau of Indian Affairs

• The Fort Laramie Treaty of 1851

❑ Write a narrative account analysing why Americans went west in the years 1836-49

• Oregon Trial

• California Gold Rush

❑ Write a narrative account analysing the development of the Railroads in the years 1860-
1875

• Railroad Act

• Chinese Labour

❑ Write a narrative account analysing the ways in which Homesteaders solved the problems 
of farming on the Great Plains in the Years 1862-76

• Development of the Railroads

• Invention of Barbed Wire

❑ Write a narrative account analysing the growth of the cattle industry in the years 1861-72

• Joseph McCoy

• Cattle Barons

❑ Write a narrative account analysing the events between 1851 and 1866 that led to Red 
Cloud’s War

• Fort Laramie Treaty (1851)

• Discovery of gold in Montana

Success Criteria
• Three events (one per paragraph)
• 2-3 pieces of Precise Detail about that event
• Explain how the event links to the next paragraph
• You don’t have to use the bullet points, but you must use your own 

knowledge as well



Q3 Explain the Importance of two of the following
(16 marks)

❑ Explain the importance of the Dawes Act 1887 for Plains Indian ways of life.

❑ Explain the importance of the winter of 1886-7 for the Cattle Industry.

❑ Explain the importance of cowboys for the Cattle Industry.

❑ Explain the importance of Joseph McCoy for the development of the Cattle Industry.

❑ Explain the importance of the Homestead Act 1862 for the settlement of the West.

❑ Explain the importance of the rapid growth of mining settlements for government efforts 
to bring law and order to the West.  

❑ Explain the importance of Brigham Young for the successful settlement of the Mormons 
in the Great Salt Lake Valley.

❑ Explain the importance of religion for the Plains Indian way of life.

❑ Explain the importance of the Indian Appropriations Act 1851 for the Plains Indian way of 
life.

❑ Explain the importance of Warrior Societies for the Plains Indians.

❑ Explain the importance of buffalo for the Plains Indians.

❑ Explain the importance of the Oregon Trail for the early settlement of the West.

❑ Explain the importance of the opening of Transcontinental Railroad for settlement in the 
west

❑ Explain the importance of the Civil War for the cattle industry

❑ Explain the importance of the Civil War for migration to the West

Success Criteria
• Treat this as two 8 mark questions. (They do not have to link together)
• Make a clear judgement of the importance (X was very important for Y)

1. Identify one reason why it was important (a consequence)
2. Add 2-3 pieces of precise detail
3. Explain why that makes it important for the topic of the question
4. Repeat stages 1-3 for another reason
5. Give a brief conclusion with overall judgement



Early Elizabethan England

Queen, Government and Religion and Early Reign:
Structure of society:

Nobility, Gentry,  Yeoman, Tenant farmers, Landless or labouring poor, Vagrants, Merchants, Professionals, Business owners, Skilled 

craftsmen
Government:

Queen, Court, Privy Council, Parliament, Lord Lieutenant, Justices of the Peace (JPs)

Security of Elizabeth’s Throne:

Question of legitimacy, Threat from Scotland, Threat from France, Threat from Catholics, Finances
Religious Settlement:

Act of Uniformity, Act of Supremacy, Royal Injunctions, Impacts, Challenge from Catholics, Challenge from Puritans, Level of success

Challenges at Home and Abroad:
Plots and Revolts: Causes, events and consequences:

Northern Earls’ Rebellion (1569), Ridolfi (1571), Throckmorton (1583), Babington (1586), role of Walsingham

Mary Queen of Scots:
Background and claim to the throne, Role in plots, Elizabeth’s attitude towards her, execution and impact

Exploration:

New World, Elizabeth’s aims in the New World, role of Francis Drake, tension with Spain

Netherlands:
Threat before 1572, Spanish Fury, Pacification of Ghent, John Casimir, William of Orange, Duke of Alencon, Treaty of Joinvill e, Treaty of 

Nonsuch, Earl of Leicester’s involvement and level of success

Spanish Armada:
Singeing of the King’s Beard, Events of the invasion, Reasons for Spanish failure, impact of Elizabeth’s victory

Elizabethan Society and Leisure:
Education:

Nobility, Grammar schools, Difference between rich and poor, Difference between boys and girls

Leisure:
Upper class, Lower class, Plays (changes and significance)

Poverty:

Reasons for poverty, Enclosure, Poor laws, impact of poor laws on society

Exploration:
Reasons for increase in exploration, Drake’s circumnavigation, significance of exploration

Colonisation of Virginia:

Reasons for colonising, Raleigh, preparations for first colonisation, reasons for failure of first colonisation, Roanoke

Early Elizabethan England Key Skills and Concepts:
Being able to identify, describe and explain changing power, society and s tability of Elizabeth’s reign.

Essay writing – Must be able to give evidence for and against a s tatement and come to an explained judgment.



Q5a Describe two features of… 
(4 marks)

❑ Describe two features of the religious problems in England in 1558.

❑ Describe two features of the Norther Earls Revolt in 1569.

❑ Describe two features of Elizabethan social structure.

❑ Describe two features of Elizabethan government. 

❑ Describe two features of the Privy Council.

❑ Describe two features of the Treaty of Edinburgh (1560).

❑ Describe two features of Mary Queen of Scots’ claim to the English throne. 

❑ Describe two features of the Protestant religion.

❑ Describe two features of the Catholic religion.

❑ Describe two features of Elizabeth’s religious settlement.

❑ Describe two features of Puritan opposition to the Religious Settlement

❑ Describe two features of Catholic opposition to the Religious Settlement

❑ Describe two features of Elizabeth’s concerns about Spain in 1560.

❑ Describe two features of the Dutch Revolt (1566)

❑ Describe two features of Elizabeth’s response to the Dutch Revolt.

❑ Describe two features of the Ridolfi Plot

❑ Describe two features of the Throckmorton Plot

❑ Describe two features of the Babington Plot

❑ Describe two features of the Papal Bull (1570)

❑ Describe two features of Mary Queen of Scots’ execution

❑ Describe two features of the Act for the Preservation of the Queen’s Safety

❑ Describe two features of Francis Drake’s circumnavigation of the globe (1577-80)

❑ Describe two features of the Spanish Fury (1576)

❑ Describe two features of the Pacification of Ghent (1577)

❑ Describe two features of the Treaty of Joinville (1584)

Success Criteria
• Identify a clear feature (can be a consequence or part of an event)
• Add detailed and relevant info to expand upon this – Maximum two more 

sentances



❑ Describe two features of Elizabeth’s change in foreign policy from 1585

❑ Describe two features of the Treaty of Nunsuch

❑ Describe two features of the Singeing of the King’s Beard

❑ Describe two features of the Spanish Armada

❑ Describe two features of the English defence against the Spanish Armada

❑ Describe two features of the Battle of Gravelines (1588)

❑ Describe two features of education in Elizabethan England

❑ Describe two features of education for girls in Elizabethan England.

❑ Describe two features of leisure activities experienced by the nobility.

❑ Describe two features of the role of theatre in Elizabethan England

❑ Describe two features of the changes in sheep farming in Elizabethan England. 

❑ Describe two features of the population growth in England

❑ Describe two features of enclosure during the 16th century.

❑ Describe two features of Elizabethan poor relief 

❑ Describe two features of the way that vagabond were treated.

❑ Describe two features of Statute of Artificers (1563)

❑ Describe two features of Vagabonds Act (1572)

❑ Describe two features of Poor Relief Act (1576)

❑ Describe two features of the growing interest in exploration during the 16th century.

❑ Describe two features of ship design during the 16th century.

❑ Describe two features of Drake’s landing at Nova Albion (1579)

❑ Describe two features of Walter Raleigh’s role in exploration.

❑ Describe two features of colonisation of Virginia (1585)

❑ Describe two features of the problems experienced by colonists in Virginia (1587-90)



Q5b. Explain why…
(12 marks)

❑ Explain why the Plots were a threat to Queen Elizabeth.
You may use:

• Mary, Queen of Scots

• Foreign Threat

❑ Explain why religion was a threat to Elizabeth at her ascension.
You may use:

• Mary I

• Religious divisions

❑ Explain why Catholics and Protestants were divided in their beliefs.
You may use:

• Role of the Monarch

• Miracles

❑ Explain why the threat from foreign powers grew from 1562
You may use:

• France

• The Dutch Revolt 1566

❑ Explain why the threat from Mary, Queen of Scots, increased from 1568
You may use:

• Scottish Lords

• Mary’s desire to be queen.

Success Criteria
• 3 clear paragraphs – one for each reason
• Clear connection between you point (cause) and the big event in the 

question
• You don’t NEED to use the stimulus points, but you have to use your own 

knowledge.



❑ Explain why Elizabeth chose to put Mary, Queen of Scots under house arrest from 1567 
You may use:

• Scottish Lords

• Mary’s desire to be queen

❑ Explain why the Northern Earls revolted in 1569
You may use:

• Role of Nobles

• Elizabeth’s transformation of the court

❑ Explain why the Babington Plot was a threat.
You may use:

• Role of Mary, Queen of Scots

• Catholic Support

❑ Explain why Mary, Queen of Scots, was executed in 1587
You may use:

• Throckmorton Plot (1583)

• Act for the Preservation of the Queen’s Safety (1585)

❑ Explain why the plots against Elizabeth were unsuccessful.
You may use:

• Walsingham

• Intelligence

❑ Explain why European rivalry around the New World grew in the 16th century
You may use:

• Privateers

• Spanish control of trade

❑ Explain why tensions in Europe grew in the 16th century
You may use:

• Foreign Policy

• Religious Conflict

❑ Explain why the Netherlands were a focus for concern for Elizabeth from 1566
You may use:

• Dutch Revolt (1566)

• Spanish Fury (1576)

❑ Explain why relations with France changed from 1580
You may use:

• The Treaty of Joinville (1584) 

• Death of the Duke of Alençon

❑ Explain why Elizabeth altered her approach to foreign policy from 1585
You may use:

• The Treaty of Joinville (1584)

• Assassination of William of Orange (1584)



❑ Explain why the Spanish Armada failed in 1588
You may use:

• Weather

• Battle of Gravelines

❑ Explain why the number of vagabonds grew during the 16rh century
You may use:

• Population growth

• Sheep farming

❑ Explain why attitudes towards the poor changed during the 16th century
You may use:

• Increasing vagabondage

• High unemployment

❑ Explain why Elizabethans focused on exploration in the 16th century
You may use:

• trade

• technology

❑ Explain why Francis Drake’s circumnavigation of the globe was a positive thing for England
You may use:

• Reputation of England

• Colonies

❑ Explain why Walter Raleigh was important in setting up a colony in Virginia
You may use:

• Funding

• Selection of Colonists

❑ Explain why the colony at Virginia was a failure
You may use:

• voyage

• Inexperience of colonists



Q5/6. How far do you agree with the statement? 
(16 marks)

❑ “ The threat of invasion was Elizabeth's main problem when she became Queen in 1558.”
How far do you agree?
You may use:

• France

• Elizabeth’s legitmacy

❑ “ .The religious conflict in England was Elizabeth's most pressing problem when she 
became Queeen in 1558”
How far do you agree?
You may use:

• Impact of Reformation

• Elizabeth’s legitimacy

❑ “The organisation of Elizabeth's government was simple and effective.”
How far do you agree?
You may use:

• Privy Council

• Court

❑ “The greatest foreign threat between 1559 and 1585 came from Spain.”
How far do you agree?
You may use:

• Dutch Revolt (1566)
• Mary Queen of Scots

❑ “Elizabeth’s religious settlement  (1559) was effective in solving religious tensions in 
England..”
How far do you agree?
You may use:

• Act of Uniformity

• Royal Injunctions

❑ “Changes to the law were the main reason Elizabeth chose to execute Mary, Queen of 
Scots.”
How far do you agree?
You may use:

• Catholic Plots
• Act for the Preservation of the Queen’s Safety (1585)

❑ “The plots from within England were far more threatening to Elizabeth’s safety than 
issues from foreign power.”
How far do you agree?
You may use:

• Mary, Queen of Scots

• Spain

Success Criteria
• Two sided essay – support and challenge the statement using three events 

or ideas.
• Show a clear judgement in an INTRODUCTION and a CONCLUSION.
• Each paragraph must have 2-3 pieces of specific and relevant Precise 

Detail, which is explained and linked to the question.



❑ “The Revolt of the Northern Earls (1569) was the result of long term religious tensions in 
England.”
How far do you agree?
You may use:

• The Earls of Westmorland and Northumberland

• Mary, Queen of Scots

❑ “The plots against Elizabeth from 1571-1586 were the result of a Papal Bull.”
How far do you agree?
You may use:

• The Papal Bull (1570)

• Northern Earls Revolt (1569)

❑ “Due to Francis Walsingham, England became a safer and more tolerant place.”
How far do you agree?
You may use:

• Walsingham's intelligence network

• Use of torture

❑ “The main aim of Elizabeth’s foreign policy before 1585, was to keep out of foreign 
affairs.”
How far do you agree?
You may use:

• Dutch Revolt (1566)

• Francis Drake

❑ “Elizabeth was the main reason why tensions with foreign powers grew from 1580.”
How far do you agree?
You may use:

• Actions of Francis Drake

• Religious Conflict in Europe

❑ “England’s declining relationship with Spain was due to the ongoing issues in the 
Netherlands.”
How far do you agree?
You may use:

• Dutch Revolt (1566)

• Religious Rivalry

❑ “Philip of Spain should take the blame for the failure of the Spanish Armada in 1588.”
How far do you agree?
You may use:

• Weather

• Planning and Communication

❑ “Only the elite benefitted from education in the 16th century.”
How far do you agree?
You may use:

• Traditional approaches to education

• Merchants and craftsmen



Weimar and Nazi Germany

Weimar Republic – Rise and fall  of democracy:
Foundations of democracy:

State of Germany at end of First World War, November Revolution, Armistice, Role of Ebert, Creation of constitution, Strength s and 

weaknesses of constitution
Early challenges:

Why republic was unpopular, Stab in the back myth, Treaty of Versailles, Sparticist Uprising, Freikorps, Kapp Putsch, Franco -Belgian 

Invasion of the Ruhr, Hyperinflation, Munich Putsch

Golden Age:
Stresemann’s economic success, Stresemann’s foreign policy success (Dawes Plan, Rentenmark, Locarno Pact, League of Nations, Kellogg-

Briand Pact, Young Plan), Standard of living, ‘New Woman’, Stability of politics, Changes in culture (architecture, art and c inema)

Hitler’s rise to power and consolidation:
Early Nazi Party:

Hitler’s early career, Hitler joining the Nazi Party, state of party in early 1920s, Growth of party, Twenty -Five Point Plan, role of SA

Munich Putsch and lean years:
Causes, Events, Consequences, Reasons for limited support of party in golden age, Party reorganisation, Mein Kampf, Bamberg C onference

Growth of support:

Growth of unemployment, growth of Communist Party, Propaganda messages to social groups

Hitler becomes chancellor:
Political developments in 1932, Hindenburg’s role, Bruning’s role, Von Papen’s role, Von Schleicher’s role

Creation of dictatorship:

Reichstag Fire, Enabling Act, Creation of One Party State, Night of the Long Knives (Causes, events and consequences), Death of 
Hindenburg, Army and oath of allegiance

Police State:

Gestapo, SS, SD, Concentration Camps, Control of legal system, Policies towards Catholic Church, Polities towards Protestant Church
Controlling and influencing attitudes:

Goebbels and Ministry of Propaganda, Censorship, Nazi use of media and rallies, Berlin Olympics, Control of art, architecture, literature 

and film
Opposition, resistance and conformity:

Extent of support for Nazi regime, Opposition from church (including Niemoller), Opposition from the young

Life in Nazi Germany, 1933-39:
Nazi policies towards women:

Nazi views of women, Nazi views of family, Nazi policies towards women (marriage, family, employment and appearance)

Nazi policies towards the young:
Aims for young people, Hitler Youth, League of German Maidens, Nazi control of education

Employment and living standards:

Nazi policies to reduce unemployment (labour service, autobahns, rearmament and invisible unemployment), Changes in standard of living 

(Strength Through Joy and Beauty of Labour)
The persecution of minorities:

Nazi racial beliefs, policies and treatment of Slavs, Policies and treatment of ‘Gypsies’, Policies and treatment of homosexu als, Policies and 

treatment of the disabled, Policies and treatment of Jews (Boycott of Jewish Shops, Nuremberg Laws and Kristallnacht)

Weimar and Nazi Germany Key Skills and Concepts:

Being able to identify, describe and explain how democracy was created and destroyed in Germany and how the Nazis took control and changes people’s 

lives.

Sources – Explain how provenance and content impacts the usefulness of sources.

Interpretations – Identify difference between two interpretations and explain why they are different.

Essay writing – Must be able to give evidence for and against an interpretation and come to an explained judgment.



Q1. Give two things you can infer from Source A about…
(4 marks)

❑ Give two things you can 
infer from Source A about 
how ordinary Germans felt 
about the Treaty of 
Versailles in 1919.

Success Criteria
• Make the inference apply to the question – show the link
• Back up your idea with a relevant quote

❑ Give two things you can 
infer from Source A about 
the events of the Munich 
Putsch

❑ Give two things you can 
infer from Source A about 
the impact of 
hyperinflation in 1923

❑ Give two things you can 
infer from Source A about 
the success of the 
economic recovery of 
Germany from 1923



❑ Give two things you can 
infer from Source A about 
living conditions after the 
Great Depression hit 
Germany in 1929.

❑ Give two things you can 
infer from Source A about 
the cultural explosion in 
Germany, 1924-9

❑ Give two things you can 
infer from Source A about 
the decline of the Nazi 
Party, between 1923-8.

❑ Give two things you can 
infer from Source A about 
the role that Hitler played 
in gaining support for the 
Nazis

❑ Give two things you can 
infer from Source A about 
how the Nazis began to 
consolidate their power in 
1933

❑ Give two things you can 
infer from Source A about 
women in Weimar 
Germany



Q2. Explain why…
(12 marks)

❑ Explain why Germany experienced economic crisis in 1923
You may use:

• Occupation of the Ruhr

• Weimar actions

❑ Explain why the NSDAP experienced a surge in popularity from 1929-32
You may use:

• High unemployment

• Propaganda

❑ Explain why Germany experienced a ‘Golden Age’ from 1924-29
You may use:

• Arts and Culture

• Economic stability

❑ Explain why the Weimar Republic experienced instability 1920-23
You may use:

• Kapp Putsch

• Treaty of Versailles

❑ Explain why hyperinflation occurred in 1923
You may use:

• Occupation of the Ruhr

• Treaty of Versailles

❑ Explain why the Nazis targeted the youth from 1933
You may use:

• Race Policy

• Nazi control

❑ Explain why the position of minority groups changed from 1933 onwards.
You may use:

• Nuremberg Laws

• Euthanasia Policy

❑ Explain why the conditions of workers changed in the years 1933-39
You may use:

• KDF (Strength through Joy)

• DAF (German Labour Front)

Success Criteria
• 3 clear paragraphs – one for each reason
• Clear connection between you point (cause) and the big event in the 

question
• You don’t NEED to use the stimulus points, but you have to use your own 

knowledge.



❑ Explain why Hitler was able to consolidate his power in 1933-34 
You may use:

• Enabling Act

• Night of the Long Knives

❑ Explain why the Nazis were able to prevent opposition between 1933-39
You may use:

• Role of the SA/SS

• Propaganda

❑ Explain why the Third Reich created a Police State in Germany.
You may use:

• Opposition

• Control

❑ Explain why the Nazis carried out the Munich Putsch
You may use:

• Economic Crisis

• Gustav Stresemann

❑ Explain why Weimar Republic was weak from within
You may use:

• Proportional Representation

• Democratic Bureaucracy

❑ Explain why Hitler was able to become chancellor in January 1933.
You may use:

• Von Papen

• High Unemployment

❑ Explain why the German people were critical of the Treaty of Versailles
You may use:

• War Guilt

• Diktat

❑ Explain why the Treaty of Versailles damaged Germany 
You may use:

• Territorial Losses

• Economic impact



Q3a. How useful are Sources B and C for an enquiry into… 
(8 marks)

❑ How useful are Sources B and C for an enquiry into the popularity of the Hitler Youth 
under the Third Reich.

Success Criteria
• Identify the provenance (NOP) of each source
• Explain why the source is useful due to provenance
• Identify the content of the source.
• Explain why the source is useful due to content.
• You must have detailed own knowledge & and a clear judgement of 

usefulness. 

❑ How useful are Sources B and C for an enquiry into the success of Nazi Women’s policy.



❑ How useful are Sources B and C for an enquiry into the consequences of the Munich 
Putsch in 1923

❑ How useful are Sources B and C for an enquiry into the success of Nazi Women’s policy.



Q3b. What is the main difference between these interpretations? 
(4 marks)

Success Criteria
• Identify the main difference between the interpretations.
• Describe both interpretations, and support them with quotes

Q3c. Suggest one reason why interpretations 1 and 2 give 
different views about? 

(4 marks)

Success Criteria
• Golden rule: The interpretations are different because they have a different 

focus. 
• Use your golden rule and explain it in the context of the interpretations.
• Use the sources to help!

Q3d. How far do you agree with interpretation 2 about…
(16 marks + 4 SPaG)

Success Criteria
• Two sided essay
• Intro, Conclusion, Support and Balance
• Each paragraph must refer to an interpretation: How is it correct? Support 

with PD, how is it limited? Support with PD
• There are SPaG marks!
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